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THE GIFT OF GOD’S WORD

On this day of gifts and gift-giving, it seems appropriate that we take a moment
to reflect on the great gift of God’s Word. Because it is creative, God's Word
always points to its author, always calls us to respond. Because it is powerful,
God’s Word can link the sublime with the ridiculous, the transcendent with the
immanent, the divine with the human. Because it is graceful, God’s Word
establishes a relationship of deep intimacy between us and God.

At the heart of God’s Word lies a tantalizing tension between the mysterious
and the mundane. In our liturgical celebration, this unresolved tension both re-
veals the meaning of life for us and calls us to respond, to act upon that meaning.

Once accepted and opened, the gift of God’s Word is a gift that keeps on giving
and keeps on calling us to give in return. It dares us to be like the gift-giver and
to become gifts for others, not only at Christmas, but at every moment of life.

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE

MONDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2011
No Mass or Communion Service
Parish Office Closed

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 27, 2011
8:45 a.m. Mass

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 28, 2011
6 a.m. Mass

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2011
8 a.m. Confessions
8:45 a.m. Mass

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 30, 2011
6 a.m. Mass — The Holy Family of Jesus , Mary and Joseph
Parish Office Closed

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2011
8:45 a.m. Communion Service
Parish Office Closed
4:30 p.m. Vigil Mass — Mary, Mother of God

SUNDAY, JANUARY 1, 2012
Mary, Mother of God
Regular Sunday Mass Schedule
8 & 10 a.m. 12 noon and 6 p.m.

MONDAY, JANUARY 2, 2012
6 a.m. Communion Service
Parish Office Closed

SACRAMENTAL LIFE
Weekend Mass Saturday, 4:30 p.m.; Sunday, 8 and 10 a.m., 12 noon and
6 p.m.
Weekday Mass Wednesday, and Friday, 6 a.m.; Tuesday, Thursday, and
First Saturday of the Month, 8:45 a.m. (Benediction of the Blessed
Sacrament)
Communion Service Monday, 6 a.m.; Saturday 8:45 a.m.
Holy Days of Obligation As publicized
Reconciliation Thursdays, 8-8:30 a.m.; Saturdays, 3:15-4:15 p.m.; and by
appointment
Baptism Prospective parents are asked to call the parish office in the
early stages of pregnancy.
Marriages Call the parish office at least six months before the wedding
date to make arrangements
Perpetual Adoration 24/7 in the adoration chapel

Pastor

Fr. Tom Duhé

Permanent Deacon

Rev. Dr. Clayton Hollier
Director of Pastoral Services
Ms. Dina D. Martinez
Director of Administration
Mrs. Melanie Johnson
Coordinator of Liturgy

Mr. Jacques Pourciau
Coordinator of Adolescent
Formation

Mr. Ryan Foulon
Coordinator of Elementary
Formation/RCIA

Ms. Sarah Neau
Administrative Assistant/
The Tower

Mrs. Ellen Guidry
Bookkeeper

Mrs. Ima Garland
Receptionist

Mrs. Melissa Godso

Office Assistant

Mrs. Linda Riché

Evening Receptionist

Ms. Josie Rando

Director of Music

Mrs. Janelle Couvillon
Sacristan

Mrs. Sharon Keaton

Activity Center Custodian
Mrs. Sandra Porter
Maintenance

Mr. Eddie Coleman Jr.

STM School Principal

Dr. Judy Armstrong

STM Preschool Principal
Mrs. Pam Faciane

PARISH MISSION
STATEMENT
In a caring environment

dedicated to celebrating the
Catholic faith and modeling the
life of Jesus Christ, St. Thomas
More Church provides worship,
education, ministerial and social
opportunities for the spiritual
growth of the parish family.
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Diocesan Wedding Anniversary Celebration

On Mar. 4, 2012 at 3 p.m. Bishop Robert
W. Muench will celebrate a liturgy at Sacred Heart
Church honoring couples on their 25th, 50th, and
65th or greater wedding anniversary. Couples
reaching these milestone anniversaries any time
during 2012 are invited to attend. The families of the
honored couples are also invited to attend the
liturgy and the reception which follows in the Sacred
Heart School Gym. Bishop Muench will be available
for picture taking at the reception after the Mass.
Couples or family members should bring their
personal cameras to the reception.

To register, call the parish office at 275-3940 or
stop by the church office to fill out a registration
form. The registration deadline is Feb. 22, 2012.
Don’t delay in registering as anniversary certificates
are being print for each couple honored at this
special event.

Bishop’s Respect Life Rally

The Bishop’s Respect Life Rally will take place on
Jan. 8, 2012, from 2—4 p.m. in the main auditorium of
the Catholic Life Center. Come celebrate life with the
Diocese! Fr. Shenan Boquet, a priest who comes from the
Houma-Thibodaux Diocese and the president of Human
Life International will be the keynote speaker. There will
be bible crafts for children seven years and younger dur-
ing the key note speech. There will be a Living Rosary for
Life with a Knights of Columbus Honor Guard. There will
also be a brief presentation on the Catholic Charities’
Sanctuary for Life home which houses pregnant women,
and a brief presentation on the Louisiana Coalition to
Abolish the Death Penalty. Contact Shannon Baldridge at
the Marriage and Family Life Office 225-242-0323 or
sbaldridge@diobr.org for more information.

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS SHOWCASE
MALL OF LOUISIANA
SATURDAY, JAN. 21; 10 AM—5 PM

Enjoy student bands, choirs, dancers, and artwork.
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MASS INTENTIONS

SANCTUARY LIGHT
The sanctuary light in the church will burn the week of
Dec. 25 in memory of Ricky Metz as requested by
his mother, Brenda Kaiser.

MASS INTENTIONS
Tuesday, — December 27 - 8:45 a.m.: Doris Levert
Toups, Helen Starling, John F. Grosch, 111, Donald D.

Forbes, Herman Sykes, Special Intentions for Dale Riche’
Wednesday, December 28 — 6 a.m.: For the
Parish

Thursday, December 29 — 8:45 a.m.: Jim Nelson,
Joy lglesias, Mark Malhiet, Special Intentions for Karl
Leonards and Family, Special Intentions for Mable Clair
Smith

Friday, December 30 — 6 a.m.: Ricky Metz
Saturday, December 31 — 8:45 a.m.: Communion
Service; 4:30 p.m.: Ann Walters, Maria “Chanh”
Nguyen, Norman A. LaBorde, Jr., Jerry & Helen Von
Gruben, Andy and Lee Anderson

Sunday, January 1 — 8 a.m.: For the People; 10 a.m.:
Letty Ward, Mary Gros, Helen Starling, Tommy D’Aquin,
Cathy Marroy, Jacqueline Petkovsek, Richard Landry;
12 p.m.: For the Parish; 6 p.m.: Souls in Purgatory

THE WEEK AHEAD AT ST. THOMAS MORE

SACRISTANS
Dec. 27 — Team 4

Monday, December 26 — Parish Office Closed
Tuesday, December 27 — Legion of Mary, 10 a.m.;
Catholics Q & A, 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday, December 28 — Woman's Ultreya,
11 a.m.; Wednesday Night Rosary, 7 p.m.

Thursday, December 29 — Confession, 8 a.m.; Men’s
Ultreya, 7 p.m.

Friday December 30 — Parish Office Closed
Saturday, December 31— Parish Office Closed;
Confession, 3:15 p.m.

Sunday, January 1 — Sunday Nursery, 10 a.m.;
Youth Mass, 6 p.m.

ST. THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC CHURCH
11441 Goodwood Blvd.

Baton Rouge, LA 70815
www.stmchurch.org
225-275-3940
Email: info@stmchurch.org

HOSPITAL LIST

Please remember in your prayers those recently
hospitalized: Sandra Murray.

PRAYER LIST

Please remember the following people in your
prayers: Ashley Balkom Alberty, Lola and Luke
Ancona, Chet Ballex, Wilsa “Woody” Barrient,
Bernice Bell, Scarlett Joly Bernard, JC Berry,
Libby Blackwell, Beverly Bohrer, Whitey
Bordelon, Anna James Bourgeois, Bella Bowman,
Madeline Brouillette, Angelle Carpenter, Dick
Chenot, Maurice Clements, Jr., Nick Colletti,
Mary Delaune, Glynn Dietrich, Chester Diez, Jr.,
Justin, Mabel, Krystle and Jeffrey Egbe, Daniel
Ennis, Ruth Ferguson, Sr., Nick Ferrara, Edward
Fletcher, Ricky Fletcher, George Free, Marvin
Garrene, Anna Katherine Gaubert, Richard
Gaudin, Kristy Gilbert, Pearl Godso, George
Grau, Patricia Gray, Kerry Guercio, Joseph
Guitreau, Joe Gyan, Leo Patrick Hanaman, Carol
Hester, Michael Hickman, Gerald Hubenak, Fred
and JoAnn Impastato, Olivia Johnson, Katherine
Feeney-Koskowski, George Lamy, Janet Langlois,
Marie Langlois, Karl William Leonards,
Stephanie Lemoine, Rex Lemoine, Ginger Locke,
Grady Martin, Jennie Martin, Connie Melvin,
Dorothy Middleton. David Moore, Maxine Myers,
Judie Nicotri, Gerrell Nonette, Katie Poché,
Lauren Savoy Olinde, Ed Pawlik, Josephine
Peeples, Pete Peragine, Arabella Grace Polito,
Lydia Pourciau, Walter Prince, Carol Reed, Bev-
erly Richard, Richard Ruckstuhl, Margaret
Sabolik, Shirley Sexton, Beulah Spille, Marie
Standfill, Tina Marie Stone, Midge Sutherland,
Edith Talbot, Dot Terito, Shaun Landon Thomas,
Joann Toups, Tom Vanlangendonck, Mary Vince,
Chase Wales, Mary Wascom; Jerry Wickline;
Aaron and Brandon Zuccaro, Madyson Watts,
and David Zumo.

The prayer list is purged at the end of the year.
To add a name to the Jan. 8, 2012 prayer list,
contact the church office at 275-3940 by 12 noon
on Wednesday, Dec. 28.

PRAYER CHAIN: For serious or urgent prayer
requests, call Sharon Hebert at 978-1246. |If no
answer, please leave your name and phone
number for a callback.

Parish Stewardship Summary
Fiscal Year to Date
July 1, 2011 to December 11, 2011

Goal Amt. Rec’d
Year to Date Offertory $581,544 $585,234
Weekly Offertory $24,231 $37,048
Year to Date Maintenance $13,848 $12,079
Year to Date Building Fund $23,088 $46,967




St. Thomas More Ushers Society

Photos by Bobbie Stiglets

The Ushers Society held its appreciation dinner in the St. Thomas More Activity Center on Dec. 7.
A group of 42 members and invited guests attended. The Ushers Society is the parish ministry
responsible for helping to maintain the orderly flow of parishioners during normal Mass schedules.
They also meet and greet families, pass the collection, and attend to personal needs of parishioners
as they arise. Any parishioner interested in joining the society or just learning more about the
society, please contact Richard Empson, 272-2372, or Mike Atkinson, 273-1785.

Monica and Mike Atkinson,
Wayne Berry and David
Shanks

Geor and Jane GelI_)i,
Jacques Pourciau, and Ron

A family of ushers — Benny Fred and Ida Bunker and
Frugé and grandsons Scott Buddy Vutera
Meade and Kasey Huff

| Cami Stiglets, Cathy Martin, Monica Atkinson, and
.Ashla Haack
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Louisiana Life March—Building on the Momentum

The second annual Louisiana Life March to be held on Saturday, Jan. 21,
2012 (10 a.m.—1 p.m.) is just a few weeks away. The Louisiana Conference of
Catholic Bishops are co-sponsoring this event in cooperation with: La. Right to
Life, B.R. Right to Life, La. Knights of Columbus, the La. Baptist Convention,
La. Family Forum, the Hippocratic Resource and Concerned Women for
America. The Bishops are encouraging the Catholic community to participate.

We are pleased to announce that among the speakers this year will be
Bishop Dominic Carmon, S.V.D. who retired as an auxiliary bishop of New
Orleans in 2006.

The La. Right to Life Federation is designated the coordinating organization
and up to date information can be found at www.lalifemarch.com.

First graders learn about St. Nicholas at retreat
; By Kerry Hunt, STM School Development Director

STM School celebrated their grade-level retreat
focusing on St. Nicholas, held in conjunction with his
feast day. The retreat activities encouraged the
| students to focus on the true meaning of the
holiday season while learning more about this
| important saint.

Activities included making bishop hats, gifts for
their parents and prayer partners, and drawing
pictures for the prisoners of Angola.

The day concluded with a visit from Fr. Jerry
Martin of St. Patrick’'s Church speaking with the
~ children about St. Nicholas and how he helped other
people. He also explained to the students that
St. Nicholas was a bishop who helped write the
Nicene Creed.

The children also received candy canes in their
shoes earlier that morning as part of the tradition

First grade teacher Suzie
Cronan helps Mary Frances
Hosea pin her star on the
nativity scene retreat banner

started by St. Nicholas.

[ :NM } 3\’5;' A Diocesan Christimas Card
g V / k AR Art Contest
/"Aj {2} = i :
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y Ha Hanna Magoun

The Cathollc Dlocese o_f Baton Rouge held a competition where
Catholic schools submitted their favorite Christmas artwork to be
chosen for the 2011 diocesan Christinas card. Each school had to
choose their top artwork — STM submitted 6th grader Sydney
Hamilton’s portrait of the Blessed Mother and infant Jesus.
Sydney was awarded honorable mention by the diocese and STM
School used this artwork on their Christmas card. The school was
also very impressed with Hanna Magoun’s artwork of the nativity
and used this image on a faculty ornament.

STM SCHOOL
OPEN HOUSE
for parents of
prospective K-8 students
JAN 19, 2012
5 PM registration in gym

For more information go to
www.stmbr.org. or call 275-2820.

STM PRESCHOOL
OPEN HOUSE

JAN. 24-26, 2012

9—11 a.m.
Registration packets will be
available at the open house.
Bring a copy of baptismal
certificate and parish contribution
statement.

For information on the classes of-
fered go to www.stmpreschool.org
or call 272-3477.

Tuition Reminder

Parents are reminded that in
order to receive in-parish tuition for
the 2012-13 school year, a minimum
contribution of $300 must be made
to St. Thomas More Church or
another of our in-parish churches by
Dec. 30, 2011. Other in-parish
churches are St. Patrick, St. Anthony,
Immaculate Conception in Denham
Springs, and St. Gabriel. Call the
parish bookkeeper with any
questions regarding contribution
totals.

A VOCATION VIEW

“The Word became flesh and
lived among us.” Vocations to
the priesthood and consecrated
life are living in our midst. If you
may be among them, call or
email Father Matt Lorrain  at
225.336.8778, mlorrain@diobr.org,
or visit, www.diobr.org/vocations.
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KITCHEN « BATH » TILE » SIDING * PAINT

Robert Gremilion 225.8(03, 5975

STM PARISHIONER
rbgconstruct@cox.net

Treads & Care
TIRE COMPANY
Wooddale 927-2723 - Airline 753-3626

STEMMANS AND ALLEY, PLLC

Attorneys and Counselors At Law
M. Todd Alley (Parishioner)
2798 O’Neal Lane, Ste. B-3

a‘em@ﬁﬁm

m:h AND CRRTTATIONS OF FOr um

752-5266

TREASURES OF THE VATICAN
2012 WALL CALENDAR

* lluminated manuscript art from the Vatican Apostolic Library

(The Pope’s personal collection!)
* Charming photographs of Pope Benedict XVI and excerpts from his writings

* Large Roman Catholic calendar grid with important liturgical and civil dates

1-800-566-6150
12x9, full color ¢ JSP12-VCR $14.95

Timothy A. Bella MD
Family Medicine
10127 Florida Blvd.
272-0106

Custom FURNITURE

FAsST DELIVERY

Precision Turf, LLC

Irrigation - Landscape - Lawn Service
Installation & Maintenance
10 Yrs. Experience - Free Estimates - Insured
Matthew R. Lowe Insured 806-1144

Charles
or [

11655 Rieger Road
www.bassettfurniture.com

(225) 755-0600

m'ﬁ Nﬂ\” mk U

Plumbing

+ Heating . Repairs
225.927.6520

Quality Car Care Center

273-2955

.,o. B
\0 ; GOODy YEAR.
Champangne PRECHOOL 11442 N. Harrells/Ferry Rd.
GYMNASTICS
Sales Consultant (Parishioner) ST B /{
e '
Cell 225-937-2735 AI;LIQINCE L g Blue Skies landscape _

St. Ma

Books & Gifts

Corner of Sherwood Forest & Florida Blvd.

272-4030

l‘

$< Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

®

Valluzzo Management

g Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I [ am patronizing your business
I because of it!

M-Sat 11-2pm Q.E

9636 Airline Hwy.
Ste. #A-4

Get 2nd Meal Half Price
(equal or lesser value) w/This Ad

5-10pm

924 - 9795

SHERWOOD
TELEVISION & APPLIANCES
For All Of Your Home

e Nabor

. . Chw)
Electronic & Appliance Needs (s
11756 Florida Blvd.  275-6900 w @ &, b Supermarket
Louis S. Ruffino, Jr. & Family 1 “ ’ ”
sherwoodtvandappliances.com ('.17 We're Home Grown
20 —Fast Lube— 7 \ \
Silly Name, Serious Service \

Chris Steele Owner/Operator

10330 Florida Blvd.
B.R., LA 70815
(225) 272-8101

4141 Jones Creek Rd.
B.R., LA 70816
(225) 751-1717

é’*ﬂmw C—eza/ruz/w-

3"0‘; Drusi"a Ln
Baton R LA 10801

(225) 921492498

ouge.,

917200 St Thomas More Church (B) www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-438-8931
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George J. Schwartzenburg, M.D.

PEDIATRIC CLINIC

L AgPB OY
FURNITURE (SALLERIES™

TODD CARUSO

“Quality Home Furnishings”
5151 S. Sherwood Forest Blvd.

ATTORNEY AT LAW, LLC

295-1333

P o g5

1234 DEL ESTE AVE.

P SUITE 502
10645 Gr 11 Sp rd.| DENHAM SPRINGS
888 Tara Blvd. 926-4400 2757006 271-4941
fer Group Imsnce Asency| Robert W, Smith, | JegRy BOUDINOT ia Durgs and Delivery
Susan Thom s .DC, DABCI | Construction Co., LLe | “We Deliver Rx’s & Groceries Free!!!”
9244 Florida Blvd., Ste J Chiropractic Internist Lic. & Insured 10782 N. Harrell’s Ferry Rd., Ste. D
308-7825 291-2626 Custom Homes 926-7955
STEPHEN E. EISENBRAUN Renovations &
EyeSeeu2.com 759R§p6§7 KASAN C. STEVENS, &
SPECIALIZE IN PORTRAIT, WEDDING = or .
A y Kasan C. Stevens, D.D.S., General Dentistr
& EVENT PHOTOGRAPHY 413-3426 ‘ { 111

225-413-8664

Family Owned Since 1971

11918 Sunray Ave.
www.stevensdental.com

PUGH’S FLORIST

8255 Florida Blvd.
927-0261

o]

BATON H ROUGE

Gessica’s Naill
& Spa Sakon

We do shellac manicure

Dancing is Fun!
Come join us at the CYO Activity
Center on Sunday, July 24" for a
Dance class with Rick & Melanie
Seeling from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m.

No experience or partner necessary.
$12.50 per Individual (CYO Aquatic

Air brush tan

10% ANY Service

10816 N. Harrell’s Ferry Rd.
(Next to Billy Heroman’s Florist)

225-272-4363

SHERWOOD FOREST CITIZENS ASSOC.

Your Dues Provide
Security Patrol & Beautification

Join us @ www.sfcabr.org

(E"a’méo@@

Club Members Free) The kids can

swim while the grownups dance!
10555 Mollylea Dr.

275-3200  info@breyo.org

Register now before the class fills up!

LakeAfterHours

Walk-in care for minor injury and illness
www.lakeafterhours.com

Frugé 2.

Family Dentistry
11811 Coursey Blvd.
292-9700

Jesus
Ato Z

Michael O'Neill McGrath, OSFS
A colorful Catholic ABC

0USin
o

Cajun Food and Dip Mixes |
L T il

Cousin Boudreaux
Cajun Food and Dip Mixes
Order on internet: www.cousinboudreaux.com
Order by Phone: 225-261-7808
{All Products guaranteed 100% to your satisfaction)

book for kids and

families! Includes a glossary of questions
to help adults pass on their Catholic faith.
007199 9 x 12 Hardcover

$16.99 each * Special Offer — 2 for $25.00!

800-566-6150 www.wlpmusic.com

UNITED COLLISION CENTER
1926 N. Flannery Rd. 275-9797

All Insurance Welcome

Free Gas Card w/Repair

Friendly neighborhood dental care for the whole family

Hoang Tran, DDS & Associates

Parishioner

General Dentistry

& O 615-7334

ss=t= 10914 Old Hammond Hwy,

Between Sherwood Forest & Airline Hwy. , right next to RaceTrac
www.transdentalcarebr.com

DANA ‘7!"

& Associates \

CAROL A. NEWMAN
Attorney At Law

Successions ¢ Real Estate Closings
www.carolanewmanlawfirm.com

10124 Jefferson Hwy., Baton Rouge, LA 272-4848

Wills e

Longterm Care - Retirement Plans - Life Insurance

Group Benefits 275-3262 Email: dana@vutera.com

Web: vutera.com St. Thomas More Graduate

Physical Therapy Masters
“Committed to Excellence of Care”
11281 Old Hammond Hwy., Bldg. A

275-3177

917200 St Thomas More Church (A)

www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-438-8931
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