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PARISH MISSION  
STATEMENT 

In a caring environment  
dedicated to celebrating the 
Catholic faith and modeling the 
life of Jesus Christ, St. Thomas 
More Church provides worship, 
education, ministerial and social 
opportunities for the spiritual 
growth of the parish family. 

SACRAMENTAL LIFE  
Weekend Mass Saturday, 4:30 p.m.; Sunday, 8 and 10 a.m., 12 noon and  
6 p.m. 
Weekday Mass Wednesday, and Friday, 6 a.m.; Tuesday, Thursday, and First Satur-
day of the Month, 8:45 a.m. (with Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament) 
Communion Service Monday, 6 a.m.; Saturday (other than 1st Saturday), 8:45 a.m. 
Holy Days of Obligation As publicized 
Reconciliation Thursdays, 8-8:30 a.m.; Saturdays, 3:15-4:15 p.m.; and by appoint-
ment 
Baptism Prospective parents are asked to call the parish office in the early stages of 
pregnancy. 
Marriages Call the parish office at least six months before the wedding date to make 
arrangements 
Perpetual Adoration 24/7 in the adoration chapel 

PARISH STAFF 

Pastor 
Fr. Tom Duhé 
Permanent Deacon 
Rev. Dr. Clayton Hollier 
Director of Pastoral Services 
Ms. Dina D. Martinez 
Director of Administration 
Mrs. Melanie Johnson 
Coordinator of Liturgy 
Mr. Jacques Pourciau 
Coordinator of Adolescent  
Formation 
Mr. Ryan Foulon 
Coordinator of Elementary  
Formation/RCIA 
Ms. Sarah Neau 
Administrative Assistant/ 
The Tower 
Mrs. Ellen Guidry  
Bookkeeper 
Mrs. Ima Garland 
Receptionist 
Mrs. Melissa Godso 
Office Assistant 
Mrs. Linda Riché 
Evening Receptionist 
Ms. Josie Rando 
Director of Music 
Mrs. Janelle Couvillon 
Sacristan 
Mrs. Sharon Keaton 
Activity Center Custodian 
Mrs. Sandra Porter  
Maintenance 
Mr. Eddie Coleman Jr. 
STM School Principal 
Dr. Judy Armstrong 
STM Preschool Principal 
Mrs. Pam Faciane 

Changes to Profession of Faith 
By Jacques Pourciau, Coordinator of Liturgy 

For the last several weeks, we have been reviewing the texts of the new  
translation of the Mass that we will begin using in Advent. This week we will  
review the changes in our Profession of Faith or Creed. The words that we will use to 
profess our faith will change, but our faith will stay the same. 

The Creed that we normally proclaim on Sunday is the Nicene Creed that dates 
back to the Council of Nicea in 325 AD. The changes in the new translation will more 
accurately reflect the original Latin and express our common faith with more preci-
sion. 

You will notice right away that the Creed begins with “I BELIEVE” instead of “We 
believe.” This is a literal translation of the Latin word, “Credo” from which we get the 
word “Creed.” While the Creed is still the faith of the entire Church, each one of us 
must proclaim it as our own together with other believers. Therefore, it is important 
to say the words, “I BELIEVE” together with the priest, and not after he has begun 
the Creed. 

The next change you will notice is at the end of the first paragraph with the words, 
“OF ALL THINGS VISIBLE AND INVISIBLE” which replaces the old translation 
“seen and unseen.” 

In the second line of the next paragraph, we again see the words, “ONLY  
BEGOTTEN SON” that we saw in the new text of the Gloria. These words again em-
phasize the Father’s intentional begetting of Jesus as part of a Divine Plan. 

The next line reads, “BORN OF THE FATHER BEFORE ALL AGES.” This  
reflects our belief that Jesus dwelled with the Father before time began and  
echoes the meaning of the opening words of St. John’s Gospel, “in the beginning was 
the Word.” 

In the second to last line of the second paragraph, we see the phrase, 
“CONSUBSTANTIAL WITH THE FATHER.” The word consubstantial is an almost 
literal transcription of the Latin word, consubstantialis, which means “having the 
same substance.” It is an unusual word, but it comes down to us from the ancient 
Church and represents an extremely important element of our faith, namely, our be-
lief that Jesus “has the same substance” as God the Father. In other words, Jesus 
Christ is Divine.  

Another unusual word appears in the second line of the third paragraph which 
says, “BY THE HOLY SPIRIT WAS INCARNATE OF THE VIRGIN MARY.” The word 
“incarnate” means, “given flesh.” It replaces the word “born” in our current transla-
tion and emphasizes that Jesus was “given flesh” from the moment of conception in 
the womb of Mary, not simply when He was born. 

At the end of the first line of the fourth paragraph we see the words, “HE  
SUFFERED DEATH.” This replaces the two verbs, “suffered and died” in our current 
translation. The new wording emphasizes that Jesus really died, which gives the Res-
urrection its full meaning. 

In the second line of the last paragraph, the phrase, “I CONFESS…” replaces the 
phrase, “We acknowledge” in our current translation. In this context, the word 
“CONFESS” means to “profess belief in,” not “to express sorrow for sins.” It is 
stronger than “acknowledge” because in involves the heart, not just the head. 

Finally, at the end of the Creed, instead of saying, “We look for the  
Resurrection,” we will now say, “I LOOK FORWARD TO THE RESURRECTION.” 
This phrase conveys a much more confident tone about our belief in new life.  

The Creed is a summary of all of the important beliefs of our faith. We are proud to 
profess it. 
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FEATURE STORY 

STM Parish Christmas 
Concert announced 

Mark your calendar for Dec. 11 at 
3 p.m.  The choirs of St. Thomas 
More joined with the St. Patrick’s 
Catholic Church Choir will present 
the annual Christmas concert  
followed by a special Christmas open 
house. 

The concert  wil l  feature  
traditional and contemporary carols 
sung by the St. Thomas More School 
children’s choir, the contemporary 
choir and the adult choir. During the 
program, the assembly will be  
invited to sing familiar carols with 
the choirs. 

“Music is always the very best 
way to get in the Christmas spirit,” 
adult choir director Janelle  
Couvillon said. “Please join us for 
the concert and open house.” 

Mystical Body, Mystical Voice — The new Mass  
translations explained 

Today you experienced the new words and songs of the Mass in full. Since 
August the STM Parish New Roman Missal Team has offered several work-
shops and Bible studies to educate our parish family. The team will host one 
last event for the entire family on December 5th and 6th beginning at 6:30 p.m. 
in the activity center. Breakout sessions are for all ages. Babysitting is available 
for children ages 4 and under. Registration is required.  Complete the  
registration form found on the church website or in the parish office and return 
to the parish office before Dec. 1. 

Christmas Sharing 
Parishioners are asked to bring 

unwrapped new, or like new, toys, 
games, books, or items of clothing 
for all  ages to Mass next  
weekend, Dec. 3-4.  St. Paul Center 
will distribute these items to needy  
families. 

Angel Tree preparations underway 
     The Angel Tree has become a familiar sight in our church at Christmastime.  Angel  
ornaments reveal the wishes and needs of the disadvantaged in our community and call out to 
us.  Perhaps you choose an angel because the recipient is your child’s age.  Or maybe it is the 
requested gift that shouts to your heart, “Pick me!”  As you carry the simple  
ornament home, you know that it is more than just a recycled Christmas card.  It is someone’s 
Christmas hope.  It is someone’s Christmas dream.  This is the thought that guides you as you 
shop for a gift that is just right.  And as you place your carefully selected treasure under the  
Angel Tree, you smile as you think of the moment it will be opened on Christmas morning.  
This is the St. Thomas More tradition of Angel Tree and next week, you can be a part of it! 
     The Angel Tree will proudly take its place in the back of church next weekend.  Volunteers 

from the STM Parish Women’s Ministry will be on hand before and after each Mass to help you select your special angel.  
Please purchase the gift listed (or a similar age appropriate gift), wrap it with the angel attached to the outside of the 
package, and return it to the tree the following weekend, Dec. 10-11.  Volunteers will deliver the gifts to the participating  
organizations. 

If you have any questions about the Angel Tree, please contact Monica Alley at 275-1128. May God bless you for  
sharing with the less fortunate this Christmas season! 

Mark’s Jesus 
Mark’s Gospel is the shortest and tersest of all four.  The discourses of Jesus tend to be terser as well.  Mark’s portrayal 

of Jesus has none of the poetry of the Sermon on the Mount or the Sermon on the Plain as in Matthew or Luke, nor the 
extensive, reflective “I Am” discourses as in John.  Mark’s Jesus “cuts to the chase,” we would say today.  This is reflected 
quite well in today’s passage. 

It is no accident that the dialogue of Jesus at this point in the Gospel according to Mark—the concluding words about 
the end of the world—immediately before his passion, is riddled with exclamation points and an overall sense of urgency. 

We would do well to re-tool our own way of living this Advent, for we live in a world urgently in need of hearing the 
message of Jesus proclaimed. It’s time for us to “wake up!” and get out into the world to do it. 

STM Preschool Raising Cane’s Family Night 
By Pam Faciane, STM Preschool Director 

Raising Cane’s and STM Preschool Family Night is Tuesday, Dec. 6.  All 
you have to do is go to the SHERWOOD FOREST BLVD. Raising Cane’s  
between 3:30 - 8:30 p.m. and when placing your order say you are with  
STM Preschool.  The preschool will earn 15% of the net profits raised from the 
night’s sales!  Yes, it is that easy! 

Raising Cane’s is involved in many community projects.  They believe in 
helping our schools and giving back.  They have been very generous to the 
preschool by donating 1,200 dinner boxes for our jambalaya dinner  
fundraiser, donating a wonderful gift basket for our raffle, and when they  
approached us about raising extra money for our preschool we saw a win, win 
for both! 

So, please join in our fun!  Come one, come all …. parents, grandparents, 
aunts, uncles, friends, and neighbors …. meet the preschool families at the  
Sherwood Forest Raising Cane’s on the 6th between 3:30 – 8:30 p.m.  We look 
forward to seeing you there! 

MAKE A NOTE:  This year Cookies with Santa will be held after the 10 am. 
Mass in the cafeteria on Dec. 11 — not during the Christmas open house.  



SACRISTANS 
Nov. 29 — Team 4 

HOSPITAL LIST 
    Please remember in your prayers those recently  
hospitalized: Joan Dowd. 
 

PRAYER LIST 
Please remember the following people in your 
prayers: Ashley Balkom Alberty, Lola Ancona, 
Chet Ballex, Bobby Barbati, Wilsa “Woody”  
Barrient, Bernice Bell,  Scarlett Joly Bernard, JC 
Berry, Libby Blackwell, Beverly Bohrer, Whitey 
Bordelon, Anna James Bourgeois, Bella Bowman, 
Madeline Brouillette, Angelle Carpenter, Dick 
Chenot,  Maurice Clements, Jr., Nick Colletti, 
Mary Delaune, Glynn Dietrich, Chester Diez, Jr., 
Justin, Mabel, Krystle and Jeffrey Egbe,  Daniel 
Ennis, Ruth Ferguson, Sr., Edward Fletcher, 
George Free, Marvin Garrene, Anna Katherine 
Gaubert,  Kristy Gilbert, Pearl Godso, George 
Grau, Patricia Gray, Kerry Guercio, Joseph 
Guitreau, Joe Gyan, Leo Patrick Hanaman, Carol 
Hester, Michael Hickman, Gerald Hubenak, 
JoAnn Impastato, Olivia Johnson,  Katherine 
Feeney-Koskowski, George Lamy, Richard 
Landry, Janet Langlois, Marie Langlois,  
Stephanie Lemoine, Rex Lemoine, Ginger Locke, 
Catherine Marroy, Grady Martin, Jennie Martin, 
Connie Melvin, Dorothy Middleton. David Moore, 
Beth Morris, Bob Murphy, Maxine Myers, Judie 
Nicotri, Gerrell Nonette, Lauren Savoy Olinde, Ed 
Pawlik, Josephine Peeples, Pete Peragine,  
Arabella Grace Polito,  Lydia Pourciau, Walter 
Prince, Carol Reed, Beverly Richard, Dot  
Roussell, Richard Ruckstuhl, Shirley Sexton,  
Beulah Spille, Marie Standfill, Tina Marie Stone, 
Midge Sutherland, Edith Talbot, Dot Terito, 
Shaun Landon Thomas, Joann Toups, Tom 
Vanlangendonck, Mary Vince, Chase Wales, Mary 
Wascom, Jerry Wickline, Aaron and Brandon 
Zuccaro, Madyson Watts, and David Zumo. 
 
 

PRAYER CHAIN: For serious or urgent prayer  
requests, call Sharon Hebert at 978-1246.  If no  
answer, please leave your name and phone  
number for a callback. 

SANCTUARY LIGHT 
     The sanctuary light in the church will burn the week of  
Nov. 27 in memory of Tom D’Aquin as requested by his 
family. 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Monday, Nov. 28 - 6 a.m.: Communion Service 
Tuesday, Nov. 29 – 8:45 a.m.: Charles Robert Foster, 
Sr., John F. Grosch, III, Jeff Nola, Mr. and Mrs. Rod 
Grassman, Mary Agnes Boeta, Special Intentions for  
Margaret Kell 
Wednesday, Nov. 30 – 6 a.m.: Special Intentions for 
Brenda Mollere 
Thursday, Dec. 1 – 8:45 a.m.: Mark Malhiet, Ricky 
Metz, Larry LeJeune, Jim Nelson, Special Intentions for 
Walt Prince 
Friday, Dec. 2 – 6 a.m.: Gloria Labat, Special  
Intentions for Karl Leonards and Family 
Saturday, Dec. 3 – 8:45 a.m.: Deceased Members of 
St. Thomas More Parish, Padre Pio, Pro-Life Intentions, 
Harris Ducote; 4:30 p.m.: John G. and Curt McCarty, 
Clayton “Clay” Fontenot, Norman A. LaBorde, Jr., Beau 
Matthew Boiteaux, Rosalie Bienvenu, Jerry & Helen Von 
Gruben, Andy & Lee Anderson, For those who have lost 
their lives due to abortion, for the conversion and salva-
tion of those who have had abortions or have performed 
abortions, and for the end of abortion and increase in 
adoptions. 
Sunday, Dec. 4 - 8 a.m.: For the People; 10 a.m.: Ann 
Walters, Rhonda Roussel, Charlotte Kamiya, Harris Du-
cote, Jules Leblanc, Jr., Helen Jung, Sterling N. Brown, 
Jr., For those who have lost their lives due to abortion, for 
the conversion and salvation of those who have had abor-
tions or have performed abortions, and for the end of 
abortion and increase in adoptions; 12 p.m.: Stephen 
Anthony Maher; 6 p.m.: Maria “Chanh” Nguyen 
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MASS INTENTIONS 

THE WEEK AHEAD AT ST. THOMAS MORE 

Parish Stewardship Summary 
Fiscal Year to Date 

July 1, 2011 to November 13, 2011  

 Goal Amt. Rec’d 

Year to Date Offertory $484,620 $475,710 

Weekly Offertory $24,231 $31,774 

Year to Date Maintenance $11,540 $9,972 

Year to Date Building Fund $19,240 $17,356 

Monday, Nov. 28 — Legion of Mary, 10 a.m.;  
Contemporary Choir Practice, 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, Nov. 29 – That Man is You, 6 a.m.; PSR 1-6, 
4:30p.m.; Catholics Q&A, 6:30 p.m.; Youth Choir/Band 
Rehearsal, 6:30 p.m.; RCIA, 6:30p.m. 
Wednesday, Nov. 30 – Woman’s Ultreya, 11 a.m.; 
Wednesday Night Rosary, 7 p.m.; Parish Choir,  
7:15 p.m. 
Thursday, Dec. 1 – Confession, 8 a.m.; Silver  
Fellowship, 10:30 a.m.; PSR 7-10, 7 p.m.; Commission 
Mtg., 7 p.m.; Men’s Ultreya, 7 p.m. 
Friday, Dec. 2 – First Friday Fellowship, 6:30 a.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 3 –  Padre Pio Prayer Group, 8 a.m.; 
Confession, 3:15 p.m.; Men’s Club Christmas Party,  
6 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 4 – Youth Choir/Band Rehearsal,  
4 p.m.; Youth Mass, 6 p.m. 



 

Sun. 
 

Mon. 
 

Tues. 
 

Wed. 
 

Thurs. 
 

Fri.  
 

Sat. 
    1 

8 AM-Confessions 
8:45 AM-Mass 
10:30 AM-Silver 
Fellowship (AC) 
7 PM-PSR 7-12 (YH) 
7PM-Ultreya (CS) 
7 PM-Pastoral Coun-
cil Commission Mtg. 
(AC) 

2 
6 AM-Mass 
6:30 AM-First Fri. 
Fellowship (CS) 

3 
8 AM-Padre Pio 
Prayer Grp (C) 
8:45 AM-Mass &  
Benediction 
3:15 PM-
Confessions 
4:30 PM-Mass 
7 PM-Men’s Club 
Christmas (AC) 

4 
Second Sunday of Advent 
Angel Tree Ornament Pull 
Unwrapped gifts for kids 
8 AM-Mass 
10AM-Mass 
12 PM-Mass 
4 PM-Youth Choir/Band 
(C) 
6 PM-Youth Mass 

5 
6 AM-Communion 
Service 
10 AM-Legion of 
Mary (Rm. 1) 
6:30 PM-New Mass 
Workshop (AC) 
7 PM-Stewardship 
Cmte. (Rm. 5) 
7 PM-Military Rosary 
(C) 

6 
6 AM-TMIY 
8:45 AM-Mass 
4:30 PM-PSR 1-6  
(AC) 
6:30 PM-New Mass 
Workshop (AC) 
6:30 PM-RCIA (CO) 
6:30 PM-Catholic 
Q&A (Rm. 1) 
7 PM-Baptism 
Seminar (C) 

7 
6 AM-Mass 
11 AM-Women’s 
Ultreya 
4 PM Bible Study 
(Rm. 4) 
6 PM-Cub Scouts 
(Rm. 1) 
6 PM-School  
Concert (C) 
6 PM-Usher’s 
Christmas (AC)  
7 PM Rosary, (A) 
7:15 PM-Choir (C) 

8 
Immaculate Conception 
6 AM-Mass 
9 AM-Mass 
12 PM-Mass 
6 PM-Mass 
8 AM-Confessions 
3:30 PM-Girl Scouts 
(Rm. 1) 
6 PM-Home & 
School Mtg. (CS) 
7PM-Ultreya (Rm. 2) 
7 PM-PSR 7-12 (YH) 

9 
6 AM-Mass 
3:30 PM-Girl 
Scouts(Rms.1 & 2) 
7 PM-Natural 
Family Planning 
(Rm. 5) 
7:30 PM Children’s 
Chorus Concert 

10 
8:45 AM Commun-
ion Service 
9:30 AM-Calix (CO) 
3:15 PM  
Confessions 
4:30 PM-Mass 

11 
Third Sunday of Advent 
Return Angel Tree gifts 
Unwrapped gifts for new-
borns/infants 
8 AM-Mass 
10 AM-Mass followed by 
Cookies w/Santa (Cafe.) 
12 PM-Mass 
3 PM-Christmas  
Concert/Open House 
6PM-Mass 

12 
6 AM-Comm. Service 
10 AM-Legion of 
Mary (Rm. 1) 
4:30 PM-Girl Scouts 
(CS) 
7 PM-Contemporary 
Choir. (C) 

13 
6 AM-TMIY 
8:45 AM-Mass 
10 AM-Preschool 
Christmas Concert 
4:30 PM-PSR 1-6  
(AC) 
6:30 PM-Girl 
Scouts (CS) 
6:30 PM-Catholic 
Q&A. (Rm. 1) 
6:30 PM-RCIA (CO) 
7 PM-Scouts (AC) 

14 
6 AM-Mass 
Office Closed 
4PM Bible Study 
(Rm. 4) 
5 PM-School Brd. 
Ex. (CO) 
5:30 PM-School 
Brd. (CO) 
6:30 PM-Senior 
Ministry Cards 
(CO) 
7 PM Rosary, (A) 
7 PM-P.C. Mtg. (CO) 
7:15 PM-Choir (C) 

15 
8 AM-Confessions 
8:45 AM-Mass 
2 PM-School Christ-
mas Concert 
3:30 PM-Girl Scouts 
(CS) 
7 PM-SFCA (Rm. 5) 
7 PM-PSR 7-12 (YH) 
7PM-Ultreya (Rm. 4) 
7 PM-Advent Taizé 
(C) 

16 
6 AM-Mass 
10 AM-School 
Christmas Mass 

17 
8:45 AM Commun-
ion Service 
9 AM-Men’s Ultreya 
(AC) 
3:15 PM Confes-
sions 
4:30 PM-Mass 
 

18 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Food for the Poor 
Monetary gifts SVDP 
7:30 AM-Holy Name 
(CS) 
8 AM-Mass 
10AM-Mass 
12 PM-Mass 
6PM-Mass 

19 
6 AM-Comm. Service 
10 AM-Legion of 
Mary (Rm. 1) 
6:30 PM-Youth 
Choir/Band (C) 
6:30 PM-SVDP (CO) 
7 PM-Respect Life 
(Rm. 5) 

20 
8:45 AM-Mass 
5 PM-PSR Mass 
6:30 PM-RCIA (CO) 
6:30 PM-Catholic 
Q&A. (Rm. 1) 
7 PM-Scouts (AC) 

21 
6 AM-Mass 
11 AM-Women’s 
Ultreya 
4 PM Bible Study 
(Rm. 4) 
7 PM Rosary (A) 
7:15 PM-Choir (C) 

22 
8 AM-Confessions 
8:45 AM-Mass 
4:30 PM-Décor (C) 
7PM-Ultreya (Rm. 4) 

23 
Office Closed 
6 AM-Mass 
9 AM-Décor (C) 

24 
Office Closed 
9:30 AM-Respect 
Life Rosary (C) 
3:15 PM  
Confessions 
4 PM-Mass 
6 PM-Mass 
11 PM-Mass 

25 
Nativity of the Lord 
8 AM-Mass 
10AM-Mass 

26 
Office Closed 

27 
8:45 AM-Mass 
6:30 PM-Catholic 
Q & A (Rm. 1) 

28 
6 AM-Mass 
11 AM-Women’s 
Ultreya 
4 PM Bible Study 
(Rm. 4) 
7 PM Rosary (A) 

29 
8 AM-Confessions 
8:45 AM-Mass 
7 PM-PSR 7-12 (YH) 
7PM-Ultreya (Rm. 4) 

30 
6 AM-Mass 
Office Closed 

31 
8:45 AM Commun-
ion Service 
Office Closed 
3:15 PM  
Confessions 
4:30 PM-Mass 

 



www.stmbr.org 
St. Thomas More Catholic School does not discriminate on the basis of race, 

sex, color, national or ethnic origin in administration of the educational 
policies. 
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ST. THOMAS MORE  
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

11441 Goodwood Blvd. 
Baton Rouge, LA 70815 

www.stmchurch.org 
Office Phone:  225-275-3940 

A VOCATION VIEW 
The season of Advent calls us to be vigilant in anticipation of the  
Master's return so that we live each day according to the teachings of 
Christ. Some are called to teach, preach and witness those teachings as 
priests and religious. God may be calling you to a Church vocation.  If 
you think God is calling you to a Church vocation, contact  
Father Matt Lorrain at 225.336.8778. 

     All current and prospective Men’s 
Club members are invited with a guest 
as we celebrate the season and this 
year’s successes of the Men’s Club at 
our holiday bash Saturday, Dec. 3,  
7  p.m. ‘ t i l ,  in  the  activity  
center.  Please bring a small gift for 
the white elephant gift exchange.   
Dinner will be provided by TJ Ribs, 
including pork loin, prime rib, shrimp 
and grits, fried turkey and more. 
There will also be an open bar.  Hope 
to see you there!  Please RSVP to 
David Hebert at 275-7718. 

MEN’S CLUB CORNER 

OUR PARISH FAMILY 

Catholic Committee on Scouting’s Saints Patch Program  
    On Sunday, Dec. 4, Most Blessed Sacrament 
will host a Scout program focusing on Blessed 
Kateri Tekakwitha and Blessed Damien 
of Molokai.  The program will be held from  
1-3 p.m. and is open to all Scouts and their 
families.  This free program is an opportunity 
for youth and adults to learn more about 
Blessed Catholic persons who are role models 
for our faith.   The presentation will include a 

video, talk and group discussion.  All youths and adults can earn the patch 
which can be purchased for $3 the day of the program.  This is an excellent 
opportunity for a family Advent activity. 

For more information, please visit Pack 228’s website at pack228.org and 
click on the link at the top of the page to “Catholic Committee on Scouting  
Information for Pack 228”.  There you will find a file to download with  
information and registration.  You may also contact Andrea Sides at 274-1182 
or ars123@cox.net. 

     Long ago in northern 
Europe, the growing dark 
and winter weather in  
Advent forced people to  
remove the wheels from 
their carts and replace them 
with snow runners.  The 
wheels were hung high in 
the rafters of the house,  
fitted out with lanterns, and 
wound tightly with evergreen boughs.  
The first wreaths were windows into 
heaven, a source of light, a comforting 
sign of the victory of the light of Christ 
over our world’s dark wildernesses, its 
mountainous obstacles, its valleys of 
need. 

The Advent wreath started in the 
home, and only later appeared in 

church. Its four candles 
represent the four  
Sundays of our journey: 
typically three purple, 
one rose.  Why not set a 
wreath in your own 
home as a place for  
Advent prayer?  Don’t 
let a shortage of purple  
candles discourage you: 

some use a deep blue, others have 
white candles and weave blue and 
purple flowers, seashells, and pine 
cones into the green. 

When the sun sets tonight, light a 
single candle, sing a verse of a  
well-loved Advent hymn, and name 
a mountain to be leveled, a valley to 
be filled. 

Treasures from our tradition 

     STM Senior Ministry is invited to 
join Our Lady of Mercy – 2012  
Religious “Grand Catholic Italy 
Tour” – September, 2012.  For  
information call Tootie (236-1883) 
or Carolyn (929-9353).   

SENIOR MINISTRY 

IN SYMPATHY 
     Heartfelt sympathy and prayers 
are extended to the family of  
Catherine Marroy, who died on 
Nov. 13.  She is survived by her  
husband, Ronald Marroy; a daughter 
and son-in-law, Catherine M. and 
Garen Blythe; and two grandsons. 

 

WEDDINGS 
The parish congratulates John 

Love and Emily Pena who were 
married on Nov. 12 here at St.  
Thomas More. The parish wishes 
them a lifetime of happiness  
together! 

 
 
 
 

Silver Fellowship 
Mass & Meal 

 
Thursday, December 1 

10:30 a.m.  
in the activity center 

If you need a ride, please call 
Sandy or Al Diehl at 275-7262. 

OPEN HOUSE 
for parents of  

prospective K-8 students  
January 19, 2012 
5 p.m. Registration  

in the Gym 
5:30 p.m. General Session 

and Tours 
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