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The Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Dear Parish Family,

January is known as Right to Life Month. As Christians we have a
special obligation to respect all life from the moment of conception to
natural death. The teachings of Christ are very clear about the dignity
and sanctity of life and our duty to care for it. We must remember how
important all human beings are—unborn infants, people with physical or
mental disabilities, the sick, the poor, the uneducated, the elderly, the
prisoners, those who are different from us and those who believe differently from us.
We are important because God created all of us and loves us all equally and expects us
to care for each other.

As stated by Pope Benedict XVI, each one of us as Christians is called to be active and
involved in:

*  personal, concrete and practical acts of kindness to those God places in our path
*  organized charitable activities through personal service and/or financial support

* working towards a just ordering society by taking part in public life to help
ensure that laws and policies respect the lives and dignity of all, especially those
who are most vulnerable.

In “Living the Gospel of Life” the U.S. Catholic bishops explained, “The common
outcry, which is justly made on behalf of human rights such as the right to health, to
home, to work, to family and to culture, is false if the right of life , the most basic and
fundamental right and condition of personal rights, is not defended with maximum
determination.”

Since the Roe vs. Wade decision handed down by the U.S. Supreme Court, well over
one million children are aborted every year in the United States alone. The reasons for
seeking an abortion are overwhelmingly social reasons. Abortions harm women, too!
Some die and others are scarred physically and emotionally. Women are speaking out
about the years of grief and depression following an abortion.

Pope Benedict reminds us in “God Is Love” that, as Catholics, we are called to make
God’s love present in the world. He noted that the bishops “help form consciences in
political life and stimulate greater insight into the authentic requirements of jus-
tice” (no. 28). But, he emphasized, it is the responsibility of lay Catholics to work for a
“just ordering of society” and “to take part in public life in a personal capacity” (no. 29).

The weekend of Jan. 28-29 is Stewardship of Finance. It is a time to renew ourselves
and thank God for all our blessings during this past year by our financial support of our
faith community. All registered parishioners should have received a brochure and
commitment card from the parish in preparation for our stewardship appeal. Your
monetary gift helps us provide the material and spiritual gifts which make our parish
what it is today. Please look at your budget and consider whether you and your family
can increase your pledge so that we can continue the work we have begun through
generosity and the love of God.

In ChLis/t,
'\-F,\. | Ol

A new day dawns

Today we hear how Jonah, sent by God to warn the people, storms through the
streets of Nineveh, scaring the citizens out of their wits. And it works! God has a
change of heart, seeing “by their actions” how the people turn from evil (Jonah 3:10).
A new day dawns.

Next we hear Paul telling the Corinthians, “The world in its present form is pass-
ing away” (1 Corinthians 7:31). He calls for a change of heart. Stopping short of tell-
ing them to stop carrying out their everyday activities, he urges them—rather myste-
riously—to live “as though” they aren’t doing the things they are doing. A new day
has dawned.

Finally, Jesus stands on the shore and cries, “The kingdom of God is at
hand!” (Mark 1:14). Simon and Andrew abandon their nets—and even their father—
and follow him. A new day had dawned.

Everyone has to change when a new day dawns: the Ninevites, the Corinthians,
the apostles, even Jesus! Didn’t a new day dawn today for us as well?

SACRAMENTAL LIFE
Weekend Mass Saturday, 4:30 p.m.; Sunday, 8 & 10 a.m., 12 noon & 6 p.m.
Weekday Mass Wednesday, and Friday, 6 a.m.; Tuesday, Thursday, and First Saturday
of the Month, 8:45 a.m. Communion Service Monday, 6 a.m.; Saturday 8:45 a.m.
Reconciliation Thursdays, 8-8:30 a.m.; Saturdays, 3:15-4:15 p.m.; and by appointment
Baptism Prospective parents are asked to call the parish office in the early stages of
pregnancy.
Marriages Call the parish office at least six months before the wedding date
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STM Parish Women’s Ministry and Men’s Club

Our parish has many extremely active ministries, two of which are STM’s Women'’s Ministry and Men’s
Club. The Women's Ministry is a group of mothers whose mission is to form a network of mothers and
families of the parish by providing spiritual, social and service opportunities. The ministry provides family
activities, service projects (i.e. Angel Tree) and aid to those in need throughout our parish and the Baton Rouge
community. This is a perfect opportunity to connect with other families and create lasting friendships.

The same is said for the Men’s Club. This is a social and service organization chartered for adult male members. It is
committed to enriching the lives of its members by providing them the opportunity to fully experience the STM tradition
of faith and fellowship. As a member of this organization, you will have the opportunity to meet fellow parishioners,
make new friends, socialize with old friends and provide valuable services to our parish and school. The Men's Club aids
in projects around the church and school, as well as hosts for members spiritual and social programs year round. For
more information on joining one of these ministries, please contact the parish office.

Page 3 The Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Stewardship of Finance

RENEW E D By David Assaf, STM Parish Stewardship Committee
When the members of a team work together toward a common goal, the effort is greater than the

IN THE
% SPIRIT sum of all the individual efforts. So it is with the parish finances and our church. We all know that
many of the parishioners are affected by the current financial calamity, so it is not lightly that the
0 stewardship committee asks for your financial participation to ensure the parish is taken care of.

For the commitment of us all to be effective we need to consider the following:

e The parish income is sourced in us. It is the parishioners that fund the parish operations and the parish would be
limited in what it can do for us without that funding.

e We all need to plan our budgets; the parish is no different. We ask you to consciously and fully support the parish
that provides for you.

o We all make budgets and in our budgets, we take care of the urgent items first. For these important needs, we give
proportionately more and act responsibility to that need. We ask that the parish be included in those important
items of your life.

o We all know that any family funds not directly involved for the needs of the family can be limited. So, we know that
it will be a sacrifice to make the parish part of your budget and giving. We ask for that sacrifice.

e These contributions need to be prayerfully considered and acted upon and once made, honored. After all, that is how
the parish can honor its budget as well.

In perspective, imagine where we all would be if it were not for the nourishing presence of the St. Thomas More
Church and the parish life that it offers. If we would consider the alternative, where there is no parish, or a limited one,
then how much would you consider the health of the parish to be worth? Simply put, the spiritual life the church and
parish offer has a value; it needs an earthly financial stability.

We, as parishioners, need to step forward and do our prayerfully considered contribution to the parish. The
contributions can be made via the weekly envelopes or by automatic bank drafts.

We all get something special out of our involvement in the liturgy and parish activities; we need to contribute to
ensure that the quality of parish life is continued. By making a commitment, you as members of our parish team can
accomplish that task of keeping St. Thomas More Parish healthy and vibrant so that it can continue to serve for the
benefit of us all.

You will be given the opportunity to make this financial commitment at the Masses of Jan. 28—29.

Sacramental prep parent meeting reminder

Parents of second grade students are reminded that there will be a parent
meeting held on Wednesday, Jan. 25 at 12 noon and 7 p.m. in the activity
center to discuss the details of First Eucharist preparation. Babysitting will be
provided at both meeting times. Information regarding at home preparation,
the retreat and the weekend of First Eucharist will be discussed.

Please contact Sarah Neau at the parish office (275-3940 or
sarah@stmchurch.org) for any information regarding the meeting or if you are
unable to attend the meeting.

Special collection

This weekend, Jan. 21-22, a special collection will be taken for the Church
in Latin America. Support for various pastoral projects throughout Latin
America and the Caribbean is made possible through this collection.

BBQ chicken fundraiser
The STM KCs will hold a BBQ

chicken dinner fundraiser
consisting of 2 chicken, baked
beans, coleslaw, and a roll on
Sunday, Feb. 5 from 9 a.m. until
1:30 p.m. The cost of the dinner is
$7. No pre-orders will be taken
so come early to pick up your
dinners. Proceeds will benefit KC
church, community, youth,
council, and family programs.
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MASS INTENTIONS

SANCTUARY LIGHT

The sanctuary light in the church will burn the week of
Jan. 22 in memory of Jim Nelson as requested by
Mike and Mary Nola.

The sanctuary light in the chapel will burn the week of
Jan. 22 in memory of Jacqueline M. Petkovsek as
requested by Mr. and Mrs. Bob Foley, Sr.

MASS INTENTIONS

Monday, Jan. 23 - 6 a.m.: Communion Service
Tuesday, — Jan. 24 - 8:45 a.m.: Alice Chenot,
Joy lIglesias, Michele Merle Lacour, Special Intentions for
Sherelle Martin

Wednesday, Jan. 25— 6 a.m.: For the Parish
Thursday, Jan. 26 — 8:45 a.m.: Ricky Metz,
Eulan Rabalais, Special Intentions for Mary Vince
Friday, Jan. 27 — 6 a.m.: Souls in Purgatory
Saturday, Jan. 28 — 8:45 a.m.: Communion Service;
4:30 p.m.: Ruby McGrew, Ellen “Snooky” Melancon
Sunday, Jan. 29— 8 a.m.: For the People; 10 a.m.:
Jacqueline M. Petkovsek, Catherine Marroy, Richard
Landry, Michele Merle Lacour, Archie Lee Lejeune, Jan
Merrill, Rosemary Locasio; 12 p.m.: Mary and Danny
Hope; 6 p.m.: Jared Matthew Lamy

THE WEEK AHEAD AT ST. THOMAS MORE

SACRISTANS:
Jan. 24 — Team 4

Monday, Jan. 23 — Legion of Mary,
Contemporary Choir, 7 p.m.

Tuesday, Jan. 24 — That Man Is You, 6 a.m.; PSR 1-6,
4:30 p.m.; Catholics Q&A, 6:30 p.m.;
RCIA, 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Jan. 25 — Sacramental Prep Meeting,
12 p.m. and 7 p.m.; Wednesday Night Rosary, 7 p.m.;
Parish Choir, 7:15 p.m.

Thursday, Jan. 26 —Confession, 8 a.m.; PSR 7-10,
7 p.m.; Men’s Ultreya, 7 p.m.

Saturday, Jan. 28— Respect Life Rosary, following
8:45 a.m. Mass; Confession, 3:15 p.m.; Knights of
Columbus Dinner and Dance, 6 p.m.

Sunday, Jan. 29 — Sunday Nursery, 10 a.m.

10 a.m.;

! ST. THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC CHURCH |
i 11441 Goodwood Blvd. Baton Rouge, LA 70815 :
: www.stmchurch.org !
| Parish Office Hours: |
i Monday, 8:30 am - 4:30 pm :
! Tuesday-Friday, 8:30 am - 4:30 p.m.; 6 —8 p.m. |
i Saturday, 9 am - 12 noon :
. Office Phone: 225-275-3940; Office Fax: 225-275-1407 |
| STM School Phone: 225-275-2820 |
i STM Preschool Phone: 225-272-3477 :
! STM Youth House Phone: 225-275-2690 |

HOSPITAL LIST

Please remember in your prayers those recently
hospitalized: Ida Drago, Marilyn Dykes, Harold
Roy, and Altha Sims.

PRAYER LIST

Please remember the following people in your
prayers: Margaret Alm, Luke Ancona, Anna
James Bourgeois, Vince Cutrera, Nick Ferrara,
Richard Gaudin, Anne LeBlanc, Lauren Savoy
Olinde, Midge Sutherland, Aaron, Brandon and
Eric Zuccaro.

To add a name to the prayer list,
please call the church office at 275-3940.

PRAYER CHAIN: For serious or urgent prayer
requests, call Sharon Hebert at 978-1246. If no
answer, please leave your name and phone
number for a callback.

Diocesan Anniversary Celebration
On Sunday, Mar. 4 at 3 p.m. Bishop Robert W.
Muench will celebrate a liturgy at Sacred
Heart Church honoring couples on their
25th, 50th, and 65th or longer
wedding anniversary. The families
of the honored couples are also
invited to attend the liturgy and
reception following in the Sacred Heart School Gym.
St. Thomas More parishioners celebrating their
25th, s50th, or 65th+ anniversary in 2012
interested in participating in this special
celebration should call our parish office at
275-3940 to register. Registration deadline is Feb. 22.
The longest married couple in the diocese will be honored
after the liturgy.

The Marriage and Family Department of the Catholic
Diocese of Baton Rouge is sponsoring the event.

A VOCATION VIEW
The call of the disciples is so familiar to us that we
tend to miss the wonder of the disciples' response,
which was immediate and complete; they leave

everything and follow Jesus. Can we do less if we
feel that God is calling us to the priesthood or
religious life? If you think God is calling you to a
Church vocation, call or email Fr. Matt Lorrain at
225.336.8778, mlorrain@diobr.org.

RENEWED  parish Stewardship Summary
eﬂm érll’ IIFE’\ T Fiscal Year to Date
0 July 1, 2011 to January 8, 2012
Goal Amt. Rec’d
Year to Date Offertory $678,468 $764,870
Weekly Offertory $24,231 $18,670
Year to Date Maintenance $16,156 $14,244
Year to Date Building Fund $26,936 $50,767




Christimas Lve
Children®s Mass

Photos by Bobbie Stiglets




January 22, 2012 Page 6 The Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Celebrate Life: Hope in the wake of Roe v Wade
By Dina D. Martinez, M.A., Director of Pastoral Services

This month is committed once again to respecting life and in particular the Right to Life. Most of the focus reaches
back to January 23, 1973 — the first day abortions were legal in the United States since 1821 when Connecticut passed
the first law that stated abortion was a criminal act. The abortion rate rose following this national legalization and peaked
in the 1980’s. Since then abortions have continually declined thanks in part to the many initiatives of help and support
that have sprung up and continue to spring up in the Christian community and in civil society, at the local, national and
international level. Through the efforts of individuals, groups, movements and organizations of various kinds life has
renewed hope.

Blessed Pope John Paul Il reveals such hope in the encyclical “The Gospel of Life.” He points out families that are
open to childbirth, adoption, and a willingness to accept abandoned children and teenagers in difficulty. He also
mentions those who reach out to handicapped persons and the elderly who have been left alone. He adds the hope in
centers and institutions ministered to by volunteers that offer support to others in distress and give to them a rediscovery
of life with new meaning, new purpose, and new vision. Ministries and programs such as Project Rachel, 40 Days for
Life, March for Life, Louisiana Life March, the Knights of Columbus, homes for unwed mothers, Respect Life Ministries
and interfaith efforts all contribute to the hope of a world free from the senseless destruction of human life.

A new solidarity is growing just in the realm of natural disasters, where medical and outreach teams, such as Catholic
Charities, travel to the affected area “to provide help and create hope.” Pope John Paul 11 uses the example of the parable
of the Good Samaritan as the Church, we, the People of God, called to the front lines in service and defense in love of
neighbor. Many efforts including local and international mission trips contribute considerably to the promotion of life, as
well.

Pope John Paul Il concludes that we are in a constant battle between good and evil; life and death. To many this
sounds rather harsh, but to others is it a sinking reality. It may be the result of an even greater tragedy, the loss of a sense
of God and man. As secularism creeps into the culture, the very heart of Christianity is tested and God seems to be a
foreign thought. As Catholic Christians we are called to live a life of holiness. This comes with the added responsibility of
protecting those who are weak and defenseless. We are a people who continue to fight for life. However you are called,
albeit through action, advocacy, or prayers, live in the hope for the greater good of all life. Defend what God has freely
given: the gift of life.

SENIOR MINISTRY

Save the Date — April 12: Congress-
man Bill Cassidy will speak on “Medicare
and Related Issues for Seniors” in the
activity center from 10 a.m. to noon.
Cost will be $5 per person and light
lunch will be provided. Details to follow
at a later date in the Tower.

OLOM Thirty Niners—Jan. 26, 11 a.m.

KC Mardi Gras Dinner and Dance
Saturday, January 28
6 p.m. Activity Center
$10/person (dinner and set-ups/BYOB)
Mardi Gras costumes encouraged!
Tickets are available in the parish office until Jan 23.

Knights of Columbus poster contest

CubeTance AbUSe Awarenses Attention all 8-14 year olds! The STM Knights of
T Columbus invites you to participate in the 2012
Substance Abuse Awareness Poster Contest.
.8 Students are encouraged to develop an original
¥ poster and slogan idea designed to discourage their
peers from experimenting with drugs and alcohol.
g% Winning entries will progress to state and
B international level competitions. Posters must be
. 11 x 17, color or black and white. All contestants will
& be acknowledged. Cash prizes of $50 to $250 will be
awarded to the winners. Deadline for entries is
Monday, Jan. 30—posters may be dropped off by the parish office before 4:30
p.m. For an entry form and more information, please contact Dana Vutera at
225-281-9278 or dana@vutera.com. We look forward to seeing your poster!

—1 p.m. in OLOM Parish Activity Center
— Peter Losavio “Legal Decisions for
Seniors: Options?” - $5 for lunch. Call
Carolyn Guidry at 929-9353.

SINGLE SENIORS

Jan. 25 — Poker at Norma’s house,
call 272-3750

Jan. 28 — 6 p.m. Dinner at Capital
City Grill on Sherwood Forest Blvd.,
call Sandy Azar at 292-4660.

MEN’S CLUB CORNER

The STM Men's Club Annual
Meeting and Gumbo Smack-down is
Jan. 28. at Rick Seeling's Dance
Studio, 10776 North Harrell's Ferry
Rd. at 6 p.m. All members and any
men of the parish interested in
joining are invited. Anyone
interested in entering the gumbo
contest is encouraged to do so. Call
David Hebert at 275-7718 for details
in the competition.
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